ftoad-Rail Transport

trade arises only when those commodities in which it has..
a comparative advantage _^eZexported to other countries...
The barterjg^^                                           showing how

the absence of transportation facilities was responsible for
A person who had an abundance

of a particular commodity had to wait until he could come
across another who was in want of: that. Thus, as long
as this double coincidence did not take place, there could
be no exchange. Once man learnt the arts of transporta-
tion, to use the free gifts of land and water, the problem
of distance was solved. He could now market his goods
and thus bring about an enhancement of value

narketing: facilities are essential for ec

-hy.
nl iom.

Then only would there be an equalisation of prices through
the competition offered by the new markets opened Ihis
way. In the absence of good roads, it wijl _notj)c possible
for the agricuTtmS^                 his gl^mjmcl other food:

stuffs ancHiejvnl^ jiave J,o djepciid^utii'dy.JU ton JJio_sj reii^lji
of jthe local demand.^ This would make marketing difficult
and costly and would deprive the agriculturist of an
enhancement in the prices he would otherwise be able
to get. As the Agricultural Commission point cml, in
extreme cases lack of communications may leave 1ho culti-
vator entirely at the mercy of the local dealer who would
make exorbitant demands from the agriculturist for the
service he would offer.1 Good communications have been
largely responsible for the swing over from subsistence
farming to the growing of money crops.

Transportatioii_Jacilitigs have bfien^tha. flTGata&t a^anl. in _
^

Before the days of railway construction, there wore no
effective means of overcoming the ravages of those famines
1   Royal Commission on Agriculture in India, para 208.